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Afghan women lined up for Ireland in 2027

and they will also be guests at the Women’s
T20 World Cup final at Lord’s on July 5.

The Afghanistan men’s team are scheduled
to play a five-match series in Belfast and
Bready in August, despite protests and calls
for a boycott which are expected to increase
as the tour approaches.
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THE Afghanistan refugee women’'s team
could visit Ireland in 2027. That country’s
contracted female players, who fled after the
Taliban returned to power in 2021,
announced yesterday that they will tour
England and Scotland this summer,

‘We had a chat with people who help co-or-

‘“We’ve been told that they’ll look at next
summer re Ireland, and they were extremely
appreciative of our interest.’

The Tallban instituted a sweeping pro-
gram of gender discrimination, including a

dinate the Afghan Women’s team,’ said
Cricket Ireland communications manager
Craig Easdown. ‘“Their schedule for this trip
is full this summer, as they are apparently
going to Scotland after the England part.

ban on women’s sport. Many resettled in
Australia, where they have resumed playing
cricket and lobbied for opportunities.
The England and Wales Cricket Board has
now invited them to play a series of games

Cricket Ireland chief executive Sarah
Keane said in March that she felt ‘moral dis-
comfort’ at the decision to invite Afghani-
stan but said ‘if we dor’t [play the series]
the issue kind of goes away’.

Discomfort: CEO Sarah Keane
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